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Jung Hyang Kim: Artist Statement

My work is a response to my fascination with the two different ways of seeing: the hidden and
mysterious aspects of nature versus painterly reality. In my single-panel drawings and paintings, | like
to create a harmony between the seemingly familiar cycles of nature and human perception. The
elements of nature, or certain sensations from nature’s impressions, are the starting point, the fleeting
moment when a particular light changes the landscape and atmosphere. Certain sensations and
memories from these particular moments - the fluttering of a butterfly, the splash of a raindrop,
flickering lights through the morning fog - all encompass the emotional manifestation | attempt to
create with my work. These motifs are then melded with the language of abstraction.

Oftentimes | use a variation of circles within circles and certain decorative patterns against a
background to evoke the chi and the cycles of nature. The circles become patterns, the patterns
become flowers and the flowers become patterns, and soon, the canvas starts its own imaginative
journey into a hybrid of the natural and imagined world. I like to think that we are living in an eternally
cyclical and ever-changing world. Interwoven with a subtle fabric of natural patterns in repetition, the
piece represents the world as one in constant renewal and eternal return to a nonstop flux.

My paintings’ and drawings’surfaces are intentionally thin, yet complex, with layers of materials added
over and over to show the progression of mental and physical time. Permeable yet deceptive in depth,
the surface is layered to hold the history of its process and to maintain the look of being “handmade”. |
feelitis important to leave traces of my erasure marks or charcoal smudging because the final painting
becomes not only one image or memory, but an artistic process, sustaining imperfection and
recreating in an essence the fragile and ephemeral world we are in.

| want to reveal the beauty of art-making and the humble act of retelling. | want to share the poetry of
space and the rhythms that invite quiet and spiritual meditation.
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Mystical Journey # 1, 2006, mixed media on paper, 78" x 56"



Mystical Journey # 9, 2009, mixed media on canvas, 66" x 52"




White Flutter, 2009, oil on canvas, 54" x 60"
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